
BRISBANE, fully six degrees 
north of Sydney, is frankly a 
sub-tropical city. Thomas 
Wood, that humorous philo-Queens- 
lander, author of "Cobbers," says, "You are on 
the threshold of the tropics in Brisbane, and a little 
of the tropics comes over the threshold to meet you. 
None of the teeming, pulsing life of the East, not all 
its colour and its smells; but the heat and the fruits 
and the flowers, the velvety nights, the stars like 
lamps in the sky . . . ." 

Brisbane is a city full of surprises. The sinuous 
river, one of its principal features, plays sly tricks 
on the visitor as he journeys through the suburbs 
appearing suddenly and offering cool blue vistas in 
most unexpected places. This broad and deep 
waterway, winding and turning mile after mile, 
carries the voyager right into the heart of Brisbane, 
almost before he is prepared for it, and he 
approaches the city on a clear run through scenes 
of increasing beauty. 

With its golden days, crisp evenings, colourful 
flora and scenery, Brisbane offers many induce- 
ments to escape the comparative rigour of a winter 
in the more southerly States. It is an ideally 
situated headquarters from which interesting trips 
may be made further afield to numerous holiday 
resorts in South Queensland; to Cairns and the 
Far North and the entrancing islands ot the Great 
Barrier Reef. 



The City Hall. 




Left — River and Treasury Building. 
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Morning Scene on River and Story Bridg 



"Here^ohn Oxley, laming to look 
for water, discovered the site of 
this city, 28th September, 1824." 

50 reads the inscription on the obelisk which stands by the 
riverside on Coronation Drive between Victoria and Grey 
street bridges. Lieut. Oxley, Surveyor-General of New 
South Wales, who first explored the river in 1823 while seeking 
a site for a new penal settlement, recommended that a temporary 
depot should be established at Redcliffe Point (Humpybong), and 
a permanent township located later on Sea Reach. Accordingly, 
upon his return voyage in 1824, Oxley renewed his examination 
cSf the river, and on the 28th September, landed where the 
obelisk at North Quay now stands. He saw a " chain of ponds 

watering a fine valley," and recorded 
that the place was " a not ineligible 
site for a settlement." When Governor 
Brisbane in December brought Chief 
Justice Forbes to inspect the new 
territory, Oxley' s second choice was 
confirmed, and named Eddinglassie by 
Forbes. This name, however, did not 
remain for longer than a few months. 




Oxley Memorial, North Quay 



S early as 1825, hospital records use the name "Brisbane" 



for the little settlement, and Darling in 1827 wrote ol 



" Brisbane Town," but definite official confirmation of the 
name is lacking until 1839. The native name for the locality, 
now the site of the Botanic Gardens and University, was 
Mee-an-jin or Meeginnshin. 

The convicts landed near Petrie Bight and cleared land on 
the site of the Government Printing Office in George Street. 
None of the original buildings remain except the Commissariat 
Stores, now the lower portion oi the Government Stores in 
William Street, and the Observatory on Wickham Terrace, once 
used as a windmill and treadmill. The Moreton Bay penal 
station existed until 1839, although a year elapsed before the 
new system was established. The Lutheran missionaries arrived 
at Zion's Hill (Nundah) in 1838, the first free white settlers to win 
substance from Queensland soil. In 1840 the first pastoralists 
reached Cunningham's Darling Downs — Patrick Leslie, " Tinker* 
Campbell, and the rest marking the true beginnings of pastoral 
settlement. In May, 1842, the districts of Moreton Bay and 
Darling Downs were thrown open for selection, and the first 
sale of Brisbane land was held at Sydney on 16th July. Captain 
J. C. Wickham, R.N., was appointed the first civil magistrate in 
the same year. The old residence at Newstead Park, now the 
home of the Historical Society, may be inspected by visitors. 




Looking up Brisbane River from William Street, Ciiy. 



// i Botanic Gardens, Brisbane 
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ONE of Brisbane's characteristics which immediately 
impresses the visitor is its sub-tropical beauty — ever- 
green vegetation, palms, bamboos, and ferns, and the 
wealth of colourful flowers, shrubs, and trees, whose flowered 
foliage herald the seasons. Nature's floral clock (with the 
months for hours) brings forth new pomps and splendours every 
time it strikes and the pageantry of colour never ceases its 
variegated procession. Plants from the tropical regions thrive 
equally with those from cooler climes. Here can be grown with 
glorious freedom an extensive variety of creeping and rambling 
plants — bougainvilleas of many shades, antignon bignonia of 

several kinds, beaumontias and the like. 
In shrubs there is a wide range of ornate 
subjects, both floral and foliaged. The 
\ various hibiscus, caesapinos, cassias, 

crotons, and acalyphas vie with the 
\i * lilacs, laburnums, and various privets of 

Southern gardens. Then there are the 
f f % glorious flowering trees — poincianas, silky 

oaks, wheel-of-fire trees, coral trees, 
flame trees, heavily scented frangipanni 
and oleanders, and the delicate, exquisite 
"> " > beauty of the blue-bonneted jacarandas. 



AS for the sunshine, the dial that counts not other than the 
sunny hours misses fewer by far in Brisbane than in 
Southern capitals. The all-cheering sunshine washes 
shore and summit in an almost continuous light which seems 
to imprison a life-giving elixir wrought by the subtle alchemy of 
Nature. 

Winter in Brisbane, as in most parts of Queensland, is 
perfection itself. During June, July, and August, Brisbane revels 
in approximately 630 hours of bright, warm sunshine compared 
with 384 hours for Auckland, 395 for Melbourne, and 569 for 
Sydney. Vital statistics compare more than favourably with 
other capital cities. The mean annual maximum temperature 
is 78.0 degrees and the minimum 59.7 degrees. The average 
winter temperature is 59.8 degrees, and in summer 76.7 degrees. 
The yearly rainfall averages 45 inches, but the rains* occur 
mainly during the summer months, thus winter months are 
usually fine and temperate and the seas calm. 

If Brisbaners have capitalised the winter sunshine, they 
have also socialised it. They are not in the least bit selfish. 
They invite all to come and share it, to feel its warm caress, 
such confidence have they in its inexhaustibility. It is a 
wonderful experience to be out in the flooding • sunshine in 
Brisbane on mid-winter mornings amid all the riotous sub-tropical 
beauty. Truly a friendly city with the friendliest climate on the 
Australian continent. 




HILLS OF LAVENDER BLUE 




ANOTHER salient feature about Brisbane is the number of 
hills upon which the city and suburbs are built, affording 
magnificent residential sites, cooled in summer by regular 
sea breezes. Rome was founded on seven hills; Brisbane is 
built on seventy. Every suburb offers delightful panoramas 
from lofty eminences. That great Australian protagonist, Rev. 
Dr. John Dunmore Lang, wrote as early as 1854: "There is no 
place I have seen in our Australian colonies, with the single 
exception of Sydney, in which there are so great a number of 
beautiful and interesting villa sites." Splendid views are 
obtained from River Terrace, Kangaroo Point; Wilson's Lookout 
at Bowen Terrace, New Farm; Bartley's Hill, Albion Heights; 
Domoch Terrace, South Brisbane; and Eildon Hill, Windsor. A 
short distance further afield are White's Hill, Mount Gravatt, 
and Mount Coot-tha on the southern shoulder of Taylor Range. 




Lookout and Kiosk on Mount Coot-tha. 



Brisbane Suburbs and River from Mount Gravan. 

MOUNT COOT-THA or One-Tree Hill is a scenic asset which 
Brisbane is indeed fortunate to possess. From this 
eminence the city is sufficiently far away to provide a 
panorama of singular beauty, especially during late afternoon 
and night time. Legend has it that the crown of Mount 
Coot-tha — " The place of wild honey," to give it the pleasing 
aboriginal name — was cleared of thick timber by convicts more 
than a century ago to provide a view of the surrounding country. 
One lofty tree was left, and it stood for many years, giving to 
the place the name of One-Tree Hill. 

The view of the city and suburbs obtained from this vantage 
point extends oceanwards to Moreton Bay, with the white sand- 
dunes on Moreton Island (the highest dunes in the world) 
standing out conspicuously; southward to the ramparts of the 
Macpherson Range on the New South Wales border; and inland 
to the Main Range. Below can be seen the river making its 
silver loops and bends towards the bay, twisting and turning, 
bending back on its course as though reluctant to leave so fair 
a land and lose its identity in the sea. Enthusiasm is always 
awakened by this memorable panorama and many and 
extravagant have been the tributes paid to it by widely travelled 
visitors. 
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Entrance to University Buildings, St. Lucia. 




MODERN Brisbane embraces an area of some 385 square 
miles and a population of approximately 502,000 as at 
30th June, 1954, under one central municipal authority, 
Situated in the south-eastern corner of the State it taps a vast 
back country which extends from the sheep-walks of the Western 
Plains to the pearl-studded waters of the Tropic North — an area 
of 670,500 square miles. From this thriving commercial, industrial, 
and legislative metropolis radiates a network of railways, 
highways, airways, and shipping routes. 

But Brisbane is first of all a 
port, and a particularly busy one. 
During the last pre-war year 
(1938-9) arrivals of merchant 
vessels both foreign and coast- 
ing numbered 1,404, with a net 
tonnage of 4,446,899. Its maritime 
importance has been consider- 
ably increased by the opening of 
a new graving dock. Large 
quantities of wool, frozen and 
chilled meat, butter, and other 
primary products from the highly- 
productive hinterland are shipped. 
The city is chiefly a commercial 
and distributing centre for all 
kinds of trade — oversea, inter- 
state, and inter-district. 

Customs House, Petrie Bight. 




THE most outstanding building is the City Hall. It is a 
magnificent structure built in Italian Renaissance style 
from Queensland marble, granite, and freestone, and 
occupies more than two acres in the heart of the city. It is the 
centre of municipal administration. From its lofty tower a bird's 
eye view is obtained of the city and encircling hills and suburbs, 
with the river curving in olBnout to foJBkSi succession of long, 
placid, lake-like reaches. Down below are King George Square, 
Adelaide and Queen gtr TfffflB8E? r^rr business thoroughfares 
along which are many of '""the' W&tesi ' and tallest buildings. 
Parliament House, Technical Colleges, and Queensland Club, are 
adjacent to the beautiful Botanic Gardens. The new University 
is being built at St. Lucia. Most of the large banking and 
business houses are within the city proper — between North Quay 
and Circular Quay — as are St. John's, St. Stephen's, and St. 
Andrew's Cathedrals. The Public Library and John Oxley 
Memorial Library are in William Street near most of the Govern- 
ment buildings. The Museum, Art Gallery, and General Hospital 
adjacent to Victoria Park, and the showgrounds of the Royal 

National A. and I. 
Association at 
Bowen Park are 
within ten minutes 
of the G.P.O. The 
southern and 
western suburbs are 
connected with the 
city by the Story 
Bridge, Victoria 
Bridge, and Grey 
Street Bridge. 



A.M.P. Corner, Queen Street. 





Sailing, Brisbane River. 



BRISBANE is a sport-loving city. During week-ends and 
holidays it seems as though the whole population turns 
out of doors. Every sporting field is a hive of robust 
activity. The course of the Queensland Turf Club at Ascot is 
one of the prettiest in Australia. The Brisbane Amateur Turf 
Club has courses at Albion Park and Doomben. There is a 
number of golf courses close to the city, picturesquely laid out — 
the Royal Queensland, Indooroopilly, Yeerongpilly, Victoria 
Park, Keperra, and others. Like a flock of white winging gulls, 

sailing craft tack and skim over 
the beautiful reaches of the river 
and in Moreton Bay. Cricket and 
football, athletics and swimming, 
rowing and sailing regattas are 
popular recreations. Bowling greens 
are dotted over every suburb, and 
croquet lawns for the ladies. Lawn 
and hardcourt tennis club have 
large memberships. Riding parties 
mounted on spirited hacks are 
a frequent sight, while every 
second man you meet seems to 
be an angler of some repute! 
At the Pacific-laved surfing 
beaches thousands shoot effer- 
vescing breakers and frolic on 
silver sands during summer and 
winter. A hardy, bronzed lot they 
are, these laughing Children of the 
Sun. 




SHORT tours around Brisbane are deservedly popular. 
Numerous vantage points overlook the city. The bayside 
resorts north of the river mouth are Sandgate, Scarborough, 
Redcliffe, Clontarf, and Woody Point. Hornibrook Highway 
across Haye's Inlet provides a shorter and more pleasant route 
by way of Sandgate to Redcliffe and the more distant North 
Coast resorts. The watering places on the southern shores of 
the bay are Wynnum, Manly, Lota, Wellington Point, and the 
tropical fruit-growing districts of Cleveland and Redland Bay. 
Mount Glorious and Mount Tamborine are delightful highland 
retreats within easy distance of the city. On Tamborine are 
found " the oldest living things " — the Macrozamia palms. River 
and bay excursions are pleasures the visitor should not miss. 
At picturesque Lone Pine and Cascades — a pleasant trip by 
river or road — will be found koalas and other native fauna. 
The Oasis tea gardens at Sunnybank are well worth a visit. 

Tourist launches leave from Hayles' Wharf, near Victoria 
Bridge, for Redcliffe and Bribie Island, and for Amity and Point 
Lookout on Stradbroke Island, and several other islands in 
Moreton Bay which is one of the most picturesque stretches of 
sheltered water along the Australian coastline. 

It would be difficult to find a similar area in the whole of 
the Commonwealth in which there are so many easily accessible 
holiday locations, each possessing distinctive attractions. 



An Equestrian Party rests near Brisbane. (Photo.: Brisbane " Telegraph.") 




Enoggera Reservoir. 



BRISBANE, and the magnificent distances of the province of 
which it is the capital, offer the visitor much that is 
different, contrasting, in Australian travel fare, while 
maintaining in all the large centres the best in social amenities 
and accommodation. If the traveller is in search of adventure 
and exciting contrasts, he will find them in Brisbane, and along 
the coral-girt seaboard. If he is in search of sunshine and 
relaxation of the tonic climate of a semi-tropical city with the 

conveniences and services of the larger 
capitals then he will not be disappointed 
by choosing Brisbane for his vacation. 
It is a significant fact that more and more 
people are content to " winter " in 
Brisbane— not merely to visit the city for 
a few weeks, but to reside there for an 
extended period. 

Roads of enchantment radiate in every 
direction from this City of the Sun — green 
ways that wind in among the foothills 
j of Taylor Range, roads that lead to 
shimmering bayside resorts, highways 
that stretch to playgrounds by shore and 
summit in the South Coast, or away 
inland over the mountain city of 
Toowoomba to the fertile Darling Downs. 




Papaw Tree with Fruit. 



THE climate in Brisbane during the so-called winter months 
is ideal for dancing, and some important social function 
is held every week. But it is during Show Week in early 
August, when the Royal National Exhibition is staged at Bowen 
Park, that this northern city really dons its festive robes. The 
principal balls of the year, and most of the big sporting features, 
are held during that merry week. Country people flock from 
near and afar to the metropolis to join in the festivities. The 
Show itself is an event of the year. Bowen Park is then the 
richly dressed show window of the State. 

Brisbane and suburbs are well provided with theatres and 
amusement halls. The principal picture theatres are grouped 
in Queen Street and Albert Street, and exhibit the best in cinema 
entertainment. Leading dramatic companies and concert artists 
visiting Australia also perform in Brisbane. The legitimate stage 
is mainly in the keeping of the Brisbane Repertory, Twelfth Night 
and Brisbane Amateur Theatre Society groups. Vaudeville and 
musical comedy shows, skating, and boxing may also be enjoyed 
at establishments in the city proper, , Fortitude Valley, and in 
South Brisbane near Victoria Bridge. Orchestral and organ 
recitals are regularly held in the City Hall. The Eisteddfod 
movement is particularly well established. 

There are numerous clubs for both men and women in the 
city proper, chief among which are the Queensland Club, Rotary 
Club, Brisbane Club, Johnsonian Club, Royal Queensland Yacht 
Club, Royal Automobile Club, Brisbane Women's Club, Lyceum 
Club, Town and Country Women's Club. 



Moora Park and Kiosk, Sandgate. 




FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND BOOKINGS 

CONSULT 

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU 

ADELAIDE STREET, BRISBANE 

149 King Street, Sydney; 303 Collins Street, Melbourne; 18 King William Streef, Adelaide; 
and at Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville, Cairns, Toowoomba, Coolangdtta. 
A. H. TUCKER, Government Printer, Brisbane. 



